December 17, 2009

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
On December 16th and 17th, 2009, the Global Forum on Combating Anti-Semitism was convened by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel and the Ministry of Public Diplomacy and Diaspora Affairs in Jerusalem, Israel. In addition to an outstanding array of distinguished speaker and expert panelists, the Forum held Working Group sessions, which entailed discussions, analyses and the drawing up of proposed plans of action that could be steps taken to help deal directly with the problems facing the Jewish communities.

The Working Group that dealt with the rise of anti-Semitism in Latin America and the spread of the influence of Iran was co-chaired by Michael Schneider, Secretary General of World Jewish Congress, and Sammy Eppel of CAIV, representing the Jewish community of Caracas, and staffed by Betty Ehrenberg, Executive Director of WJC-North America. The exchanges among the group added much to the pool of information and understanding of the wide spectrum of participating organizations, community representatives, and experts in the field. Of particular note was the avid participation of the diplomatic corps representing Latin American countries in Israel, including the ambassador of Chile to Israel, the deputy ambassador of Argentina to Israel, and a representative of the embassy of Brazil to Israel, among others. Our two-day brainstorming session proved that strength and moral support are garnered from the sharing of concerns and give rise to creative ideas for possible steps and solutions. 

The recommendations of the Working Group on Rising Anti-Semitism in Latin America and the Iranian Influence are listed below, for your information. We continue to welcome additional suggestions and ideas that might help us all in our efforts to fight this global scourge.
Michael Schneider, World Jewish Congress, Co- Chair
Sammy Eppel, CAIV, Co-Chair

Betty Ehrenberg, WJC-North America

Working Group on Rising Anti-Semitism in Latin America and the Influence of Iran - Action Recommendations

The Working Group discussed possibilities for the communities to consider as action recommendations to combat, prevent, and mitigate the spread of anti-Semitism in Latin America.  Among the recommendations made are measures to consider are as follows:
1) To call on governments and expect them to, at the very least, vocally and vigorously condemn anti-Semitic incidents, hate speech or expressions of hate on the internet.

1 a) To focus on hate spread on the internet and to form task forces of those who can respond.  This can particularly involve young people who can be recruited and who are adept at using the new social media such as Facebook, YouTube and Twitter, which are abused and used as vehicles for “hate mail”.

2) Form coalitions with other religious groups, including moderate Muslim groups with common interests in opposing racism and extremism. Since hardline Muslim groups pressure the moderates, allies are needed to help approach these groups and good relations with Catholic or other Christian groups should be utilized – they can be an effective and necessary bridge and a trialogue can prove to be a stronger and more important force in helping to fight anti-Semitism.

3) Certain strong sanctions can be instituted, as those against certain football clubs that have employed extremist and racist slogans. An important and effective economic measure to consider would be modeled on the Inter- Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism clause regarding the requirement that membership in the WTO (World Trade Organization) be predicated on adherence to fair standards regarding equality and tolerance.  Likewise, insistence that Latin American countries, like Venezuela, for example, adhere to fair standards of equality and tolerance before being allowed membership in the Mercosur economic organization would be an important measure to enact.

4) It was noted that racist and extremist television programs that are widely broadcast via satellite, such as Al Manar, the Hamas television station that broadcasts programs promoting the slanderous Protocols of the Elders of Zion and that graphically shows Jews murdering children as in the infamous blood libels, are banned in France and Germany (although Saudi and Egyptian satellite TV continue to circumvent the networks). Latin American countries should also ban these kinds of TV stations that incite to hatred and violence by spreading lies and broadcasting destructive myths directly into the living rooms of the local  populations, targeting young Muslims specifically and influencing them to become suicide bombers by glorifying martyrdom and jihad. In particular, a plan by Iran to use Bolivia to broadcast these poisonous programs in Spanish language should be stopped.

5) As the IRGC-Quds Force was designated by the United States Treasury Department as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist in 2007 (HR 1585), so should other countries do likewise. This would severely limit support, financial or otherwise, and the influence and acceptance of this group. 

6) Jewish community organizations (and others with common interests) should unite more to cooperate in combating anti-Semitism.  For example, when Foreign Minister Lieberman visited Colombia but was not allowed to visit Venezuela, representatives of the Venezuelan Jewish community, cooperating with the Jewish community in Colombia, visited him in Colombia.

7)  Members of the intelligentsia, artists, writers, academics should be galvanized to protest and act against anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism. For instance, an Hispanic/American cultural organization appointed an Israeli director. University students should also be convened, educated and activated. 

8)  The United States State Department “Special Envoy to Combat and Monitor Anti-Semitism “should serve as a model to be replicated by countries all over South America in their foreign ministries to serve as a body to monitor, report and combat anti-Semitic activities in their own countries.

9)  A Global Coordinating Mechanism, linked to Israel,  should be organized to monitor and report anti-Semitic incidents, events, manifestations. This could serve as a way to better expose Iran’s behavior and report it to different countries. In addition, best practices concerning security mechanisms and methods that help reinforce the security of Jewish institutions could be shared.

10) Parliaments should replicate the model of the UK Parliamentary Task Force on Anti-Semitism.  This a group of British parliamentarians who initiated and carried out a comprehensive study of anti-Semitic incidents in the UK and issued an important report and, as follow up, instituted a standing Task Force in its own parliament, leading to the creation as well of the abovementioned Inter-Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism (ICCA). Likewise, a resolution has recently been introduced in the Italian Parliament to set up such a Task Force.  One member of our Working Group, MP Mario Silva of Canada, reported that Canada has already established a similar Task Force, with himself serving as Chair.
11) Civil Society coalitions of  NGO’s should be formed. The model can follow the groups of Jewish organizations in the United States (World Jewish Congress, Conference of Presidents, Bnai Brith International, Anti-Defamation League, American Jewish Committee, National Council on Soviet Jewry, among others) who joined forces and formed delegations that visited many foreign delegations to the UN General Assembly 
This  past September in order to advocate for Iran sanctions in the Security Council and to encourage an empty hall should the president of Iran again abuse the UN pulpit to spread racism and anti-Semitism. This joint effort was utilized to good effect and is   
planned on being repeated. Similarly, many Jewish organizations in the United States banded together this past September to advocate on Capitol Hill for increased economic sanctions on Iran and joined forces to ensure a large turnout at a protest rally at the UN during Ahmedinjad’s visit there. World Jewish Congress organized international parallel manifestations and activities the same day of the US rally and Latin American Jewish Congress coordinated these activities in several Latin American countries.

12) Ways must be found to show the left that one can have a leftist political orientation but not be a friend or associate of Holocaust deniers.  It is important that the message be driven home that anti-Semitism and Holocaust denial fly in the face of progressive thinking.
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