Working Group: Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union

Summary of Discussion:

At the outset, we took note of the importance of differentiating between the states of Central and Eastern Europe and the post Soviet states, particularly Russia and Ukraine.
However, speaking generally the problem is largely one of “traditional” anti-Semitism, coming from the right and rooted in history and reflecting long-standing anti-Semitic stereotypes. The discussion was measured, serious, and sober but not alarmist. As one participant described the situation, “Maybe we do not have more anti-Semites today, but they are more noisy.”

1. The problem in some Baltic and Eastern Europe states is frequently associated with efforts to secure Jewish property restitution. Restitution efforts exacerbate the situation. There is concern with those advocates of the “double genocide,” who seeks to equate the suffering under Communism with the Holocaust, and in so doing relativize the latter. At the same time, Jewish reservations about these advocates leave them vulnerable to being identified as Communist supporters.
2. The new (Eastern European) members of the EU do not confront the same problem of an anti-Israel form of anti-Semitism that has manifest itself in their western neighbors. This is due to the small number of Muslims in the population and little pro-Arab sentiments in the general population. One participant suggested that the official anti-Israel policies of pre-1989 Communist governments have acted as a “vaccine” against anti-Israel views today.

3. The emergence of right wing, extremist parties in Eastern Europe—such as Jobbik in Hungary and Attaka in Bulgaria—was also the focus of discussion. It was recognized that these parties are firstly xenophobic and nationalist with the focus of their rhetoric usually directed against other minorities. But anti-Jewish and anti-Semitic sentiments are frequently a part of the package. Some participants voiced concern that such parties would form a right wing, racist bloc in the European Parliament. Others minimized this concern, suggesting that their nationalistic tendencies would prevent them from finding common cause. However, it was noted that mainstream (right center) parties, eager to court their voters, might play on the same negative themes.
4. There is a serious problem of confronting anti-Semitism in public discourse. Laws intended to combat inciting anti-Semitism or ethnic hatred are not regularly enforced, while political leaders and the leaders of civil society are not yet inclined to react forcefully and publicly.

5. Many of the problems in these countries that are manifest in displays of anti-Semitism are rooted in history and in the incomplete efforts to confront it. As one participant stated, “History is not complex but dealing with it is.” 

Recommendations:
· Greater education of the general population.  

Governments and NGOs must ensure that understanding anti-Semitism is part of mainstream educational efforts.  Holocaust education is necessary but should not be the only avenue/vehicle.  Must use all parts of civil society to educate on the evils of anti-Semitism – including academia, cultural institutions, business, etc.

· Must find ways to ensure mainstream political parties have a common obligation to confront extremists.

In the United States and Western Europe there are mechanisms to confront extremists’ political messages. These mechanisms do not fully exist in Eastern and Central Europe and the Former Soviet Union.

· Must have greater utilization of International and Regional Political Organizations.

Entities such as the United Nations, European Parliament and the OSCE should be prime targets. The ICCA should be used as a model for individual governments and multi-lateral groups.

· Jewish Organizations creating common bonds with other groups in their issues of concern.

Coalition building is happening in some countries, but not all.  

· Further development of appropriate laws and application of these laws.

· As countries in this region grapple with difficult historical issues and nation-building, we must not allow a growing sense of national identity to take precedent over Jewish identity in fighting anti-Semitism and Historical revisionism.

