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27 January : On this day when the world is commemorating The International Holocaust Remembrance Day  I want to share with you my sad day of 21 January 2010:

On that cold day of winter a group of 40-50 people gathered in the largest Romanian Jewish Cemetery in Bucharest to commemorate the memory of the Jews killed on 21-24 January 1941 by the Romanian legionnaires: looking at the participants, listening to the few words said by the community’s leaders and hearing the payers I felt the cold day  getting colder: looking around I did not see  one representative of the Romanian Government or of the local authorities: year after year the representatives of the Romanian Orthodox Church  have attended such events, this year they were not there: only a small TV crew from the national TV station was there taking few shots: looking around I felt lost in the immensity of the cemetery: the endless number of thumbstones covered by the white, pure snow were there to remind us of what was once the great community of the 780000 Romanian Jews: 280000 of them were killed during WWII.

7000-8000 Jews are living today in Romania. Most of them are elderly people. The impact that the Jewish Community had once on the Romanian society is gone: only Jewish symbols such as the Holocaust are still in vogue for the politicians and Holocaust deniers. The missing representatives of the Government and of the Romanian Orthodox Church at the Bucharest Pogrom Commemoration is nothing else than further evidence of the general indifference, to say the least, towards the Holocaust carried out by the WWII Romanian authorities, part of the Holocaust that took the lives of over 6 million people. We also noticed the same indifference in the Romanian mass-media. No attention was dedicated neither the Bucharest Pogrom Commemoration nor the International Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

Nevertheless, the International Holocaust Remembrance Day was “commemorated” by one of the most notorious Holocaust deniers in Romania: Professor Ion Coja dedicated, today, to the WWII Romanian Regime an ample article; defending Marshal Ion Antonescu and denying the Holocaust carried out this criminal of war, Professor Ion Coja was, in his presentation, as vehement as always.  Professor Ion Coja is a reputable (for many in Romania) educator of students attending the Bucharest University ( state university). For too many years Professor Coja  is spreading, without any restriction or self-restrain,  his poisonous views, desecrating the memory of the victims of the genocide conducted by the Antonescu regime.

Up to this date the authorities failed to implement the legislation combating the Holocaust denial in Romania. The repeated requests addressed to the General Prosecutor of Romania office regarding this matter, were never addressed. 

On this sad day we renew our call to the Romanian authorities: don’t remain indifferent to the Holocaust denial that is freely spread among the population and mainly among the young generation of Romania. Act beyond the political and diplomatic statements and implement the existing legislation against those who, in the name of their national spirit, re-write the Romanian history, discriminate, incite to hate and deny the right of the Holocaust victims to respect and dignifying remembrance.  
